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On Jan. 18 Sandinista army officials announced in Bluefields that the first battalion consisting of
ethnic minority reservists for the defense of the Atlantic coastal region had been formed. FSLN
(Sandinista National Liberation Front) Atlantic coast secretary Lumbert Campbell told the press the
reserve battalion is part of the government's autonomy project for the region. Additional battalions
are being formed in the "special two region," consisting of southern Zelaya department east of
Managua, he said. Eighty percent of the troops are natives to the area. The Miskito, Sumo, Rama
and Garifono ethnic groups, said Campbell, have the opportunity of defending their lives and
the revolution's plans for economic development. Included here is the construction of the first
deep-water port at Bluefields, and the introduction of new crops such as African palm. The latter is
focused on regional self-sufficiency in supplying cooking oil. Campbell noted that elections have
been held in five Miskito and Garifono communities north of Bluefields. Residents choose their
own leaders as part of a pilot project aimed at acquiring experience for future elections. On contra
activity in the region, Sandinista navy chief Maj. Manuel Rivas, pointed out that in 1986 the contras
suffered more than 250 casualties and lost a "great number of weapons" in the "special two region."
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